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 NEWS AND VIEWS 

School Newsletter 

Celebrating 50 years of Excellence! 

1970-2020 

Wausau West High School 

Office Hours: 

7:00 a.m. ï 4:00 p.m. 

Principal:   

Jeb Steckbauer ï 715-261-0855 

jsteckba@wausauschools.org 

 

Wausau West High School 

Office - 715-261ï0850 

Office Fax - 715-261-3260 

Office Hours: 7:00 a.m. ï 4:00 p.m. 

Website: west.wausauschools.org 

Associate Principals: 

Patrick Galligan ï 715-261-0861 

(Programming) 

pgalliga@wausauschools.org 

Arrin Woller ï 715-261-0871 

(Special Education ) 

awoller@wausauschools.org 

Jon Tomski ï 715-261-0862 

(Pupil Services) 

jtomski@wausauschools.org 

Athletic/Activity Director: 

Brian Miller ï 715-261-0874 

bmiller@wausauschools.org 

Other Important Numbers: 

Counseling Office ï 715-261-0890 

Nurseôs Office ï 715-261-0851 

Attendance Office ï 715-261-0880 

Career Center ï 715-261-0853 

 

What to look for In this issue: 

* Counseling Department Information 

* Department/Activity News 

* Faculty News 

* Health Information 

* Parent News 

* Athletic Fundraising Information 

* Yearly Calendar 

PARENT - TEACHER  

CONFERENCES  

Itôs important for parents to stay in touch with their 
studentôs teachers.  Parent-teacher conferences give 
you the opportunity to meet and ask questions.   

We are continuing to offer parents and guardians 
online scheduling through PTCFast.comÊ for our 

two evenings of conferences held on: 

Tuesday, October 22, from 4:00-8:00 p.m. and Monday, November 4, 
from 12:30-7:30 p.m.    
 

Watch for a letter your students will be given along with their Progress Re-
ports in homeroom around October 10.  

MANDA TORY WINTER  

ATHLETIC PARENT  

AND ATHLETE  MEETING  

The mandatory athletic parent and athlete meeting for win-
ter athletes will be held on Monday, October 28, at 6:00 

p.m., in room 315.  The meeting will last approximately 60 minutes and will cov-
er the athletic code, harassment, hazing, and general athletic information.  Par-
ents, guardians and athletes only have to attend one meeting per year, so if you 
attended in the fall, your obligation has been met.   

A student-athlete will not be allowed to compete until the parent and ath-
lete obligation has been fulfilled.   

If you cannot attend the meeting, contact  

Brian Miller at 715-261-0874 

GRADUATION 2020 
 

A graduation date has been set! 

Please mark your calendar for  

Friday, May 29, 2020 

8:00 p.m. in the Fieldhouse. 

mailto:jsteckba@wausauschools.org
mailto:west.wausauschools.org
mailto:pgalliga@wausauschools.org
mailto:awoller@wausauschools.org
mailto:jtomski@wausauschools.org
mailto:bmiller@wausauschools.org
mailto:bmiller@wausauschools.org
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Counseling Department News 

NOTES FROM THE SENIOR MEETING  

 

There will be  approximately five senior meetings this year.  The first one 
was held on September 18.  We discussed information that relates to 
your studentsô senior year and what needs to be done in order to gradu-
ate in May.  Most meetings will be in the auditorium.  Announcements 
will be made as the dates gets closer.  On Monday, November 11, we 
will  be having a meeting with a Jostens representative regarding cap 
and gown and announcement orders. 

 

 

 

1. It is the studentôs job to ensure they graduate.  We are here to assist you, yet if your student ignores 
what needs to be done (come to school, do homework, study for tests, etc.) please contact us if you 
have concerns or see your studentôs counselor for a credit check. 

 

2. Credit check forms were sent to your homes in July and may have caused some confusion.  See your 
counselor if you didnôt get one or donôt know where you stand. 

 

3. Please check your school email!   This is how we communicate importation information! 

 

4.     Also check your: 

a. Wausau West Counseling webpage under the Student Services tab on the West website.  On this 
website you will see:  ACT Registration/Prep, Transcript and ACT ordering for colleges, UW/NTC 
applications, and scholarship information. 

b. College accounts at each individual school. 

 

5. Each year some students who have fulfilled all the graduation requirements by the end of the first se-
mester want to graduate early.  If your student has thoughts of graduating after the first semester, see 
your counselor. Applications are due by December 1st. 

 

6. This year will have many due dates and that can add a lot of stress!  Remember to have your student 
pace themselves and talk about the stress.  They are NOT alone in feeling this way.  We are here to 
help you! 

 

 

https://sites.google.com/wausauschools.org/wausauwestcounseling/home?scrlybrkr=10a9f77e
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Counseling Department News contôd  

Counseling Webpage 
Please continue to check the Wausau West Counseling webpage at west.wausauschools.org. 

It is located on Wausau Westôs website under Student Services: Counseling.  There are a lot of links and 
information to help guide your child while in high school and after.  Finally the FAFSA (Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid) will be active as of October 1, 2019; this is a change from yearsô past.  A financial aid 
seminar was held at Wausau East High School on Wednesday, September 25, at 6:00 p.m. 

Senior Section 
Seniors will have approximately five senior meetings this year as a group.  Important information related to 
senior year will be discussed.  Our first meeting was on September 18.  Seniors were introduced to the 
Wausau West Counseling webpage.  See the notes from this meeting on page two. 
 

Students planning on attending two or four-year campuses should start working on their applications now.  
Once completed, double check your application status to make sure the colleges have received all 
of your materials.  Missing even one item can hold up the review process.  If you need assistance 
completing applications please come into the Counseling Office or Career Center right away. 
 

Remember scholarships and other free money is very competitive.  Once you have completed your applica-
tions start applying for scholarships.  Check the Wausau West Counseling webpage scholarship section.  
Some of the scholarships require recommendation letters and essays.  Plan accordingly and start working 
on them early. 
 

Any senior still undecided on their next path after high school should set up a meeting with their parents and 
counselor as soon as possible. 

Junior Section 
JUNIOR PARENT NIGHT WILL BE OCTOBER 22, 6:00 - 7:00 P.M., IN THE WEST AUDITORIUM.   

**NOTE:  THIS WILL BE HELD DURING THE PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES. 

Itôs time to start thinking about and actively planning your post secondary plans.  Options include employ-
ment, military, trade or technical college, two or four-year university/college. This is a very important year for 
planning purposes.  Those who have decided college, or technical college, the next step is to do ñofficialò 
campus visits.  Contact information is listed on the Wausau West Counseling webpage.  Campus visit op-
portunities are also posted in the cabinet outside of the Counseling Office.  Visit as many campuses as pos-
sible.  Take notes on what you like and dislike about every campus you visit.  This will assist you in making 
decisions about college choices.  Also, come and listen to representatives during college visiting days.  Be-
fore a campus tour or college visit, remember to pick up a question sheet from the Counseling Office.  You 
can always ask college representatives the questions during your tour. 

Students planning on entering the workforce or the military should be talking with their parents and meeting 
with employers or recruiters as soon as possible.   

Students with IEPs and 504 plans must notify their counselor if they wish to take 
the following tests with accommodations. Requests for approval of accommodations must be 
submitted to the College Board by the deadlines indicated. Failure to meet deadline dates or 
notify your childôs counselor can result in accommodations not being approved. Please contact 
your childôs counselor if you have questions.  
 

PSAT/NMSQT Deadline: August 27, 2019 
Advanced Placement Exams Deadline: January 17, 2020 

west.wausauschools.org
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Mid-Term Grads:  

 If your child is planning 
on graduating at mid-
term, he/she must do the 
following before Decem-
ber 1, 2019: 

X See their counselor to 
verify credit status. 

X Pick up an Early 
Graduation Request 
form from the Coun-
seling Office and re-
turn the completed 
form with additional 
documentation to Mr. 
Kelter before the 
deadline of December 
1, 2019. 

 

Attention Seniors:  If 
you have been accepted 
to a college or university, 
this acceptance is partial-
ly dependent on the clas-
ses you have selected to 
take your final year in 
high school.  Therefore, if 
you must change your 
second semester sched-
ule, you need to first 
check with the admis-
sions office of the college 
you plan to attend to re-
ceive their approval of 

your change.  To do so 
without checking could 
jeopardize your admis-
sion. 

Scholarship Infor-
mation:  College educa-
tion is expensive, howev-
er, financial help is avail-
able in the form of schol-
arships.  To date, the 
Counseling Office has 
posted numerous schol-
arship opportunities avail-
able to seniors.  Check 
the Counseling Office for 
detailed information.  
Scholarship information is 
also available on the 

West webpage at: 
west.wausauschools.org 

Under the Student Ser-
vices tab. 

 

ACT or SAT:  Juniors 
and seniors planning to 
attend college should 
speak to their assigned 
counselors to obtain in-
formation about these 
standardized tests for 
college admission.  Par-
ents, please urge your 
child to get this valuable 
information soon! 

 

Group Activities:  One 
of the ways counselors 
assist students is by con-
ducting group sessions 
which deal with specific 
issues.  For example, 
groups focus on children 
of divorced parents, the 
loss of a family member 
or close friend, eating 
disorders, smoking ces-
sation, etc.  Please call 
your childôs counselor if 
you feel your son/
daughter would benefit 
from this type of support.  
Also, if you do not wish to 
have your child partici-
pate in this kind of group, 
please call the Counsel-
ing Office (715-261-0890) 
and speak with your 
childôs counselor. 

 

Financial Aid Meeting:  
A financial aid seminar 
for parents of seniors was 
held on Wednesday, 
September 25, beginning 
at 6:00 p.m., in room 315 
at Wausau East. Infor-
mation pertaining to 
scholarships, grants, 
loans and work study and 

the FAFSA was ex-
plained at this seminar.  
The information will be 
very beneficial when 
planning for your childôs 
post-high school educa-
tion. 

Counseling Staff  

Mr. Joe Kelter 

Ms. Haley Kerswill 

Mrs. Jenny Hintz 

Ms. Manee Vongphakdy 

Ms. Teri Sether 

Mrs. Patti Kraus  

    (Administrative Assistant) 

    

Counseling Department News contôd 

     

UW EAU CLAIRE ALUMNI SCHOLARSHIP 

 

 

Are you a UWEC graduate?  Do you give money to the UWEC Foundation?  Do you know where that mon-

ey goes?  Would you like to know EXACTLY where it goes?   
 

The faculty of Wausau West who are also UW Eau Claire Alumni have created a $500 scholarship just for a 

Wausau West graduate who attends UWEC.  Until now, they have funded the scholarship themselves, but we 

need your help to keep it going and possibly expand it.   
 

If you wish to help fund this wonderful opportunity for a Wausau West graduate, you can designate your donation 

to the UW Eau Claire Foundation to Wausau West - UWEC Alumni Scholarship, scholarship number 

2015.  Every penny of your donation goes back to a Wausau West graduate.  It could be your son or daughter 

some day!  For more information, contact Dr. Jerry Reinardy at 715-261-0905. 

west.wausauschools.org
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Counseling Department News  
contôd 

 ACT & SAT  

2019-2020 

TEST  

SCHEDULES : 

 

 

ACT     Registration  

Test Dates    Deadlines  

December 14, 2019  November 8, 2019 

February 8, 2020  January 10, 2020 

April 4, 2020   February 28, 2020 

June 13, 2020   May 8, 2020 

July 18, 2020   June 19, 2020 

 

SAT     Registration  

Test Dates    Deadlines  

November 2, 2019  October 3, 2019 

December 7, 2019  November 8, 2019 

March 14, 2020  February 14, 2020 

May 2, 2020   April 3, 2020 

June 6, 2020   May 8, 2020 

 

Wausau West High School Code is 502 -417  

This code will be needed for both the 

 ACT & SAT test registration. 

 

SOPHOMORE CONFERENCES 

  Each fall, counselors schedule conferences with 
sophomores and their parents.  These meetings 
last approximately 30-40 minutes and cover top-
ics to include the studentôs strengths, personal 
and social growth, educational and career goals 
and course planning for 11

th
 and 12

th
 grade. 

  In mid October, sophomores will be introduced 
to the conference format and the preparation 
needed for it.  Each student will be completing a 
career assessment before this conference and 
they will also be working with their counselor to 
set up the meeting time.  Please talk with your 
son or daughter and let them know the best time 
for you to meet with them and their counselor. 

  We are looking forward to working together to 

make the best of the remaining years at Wausau 

West. 

 

 

 

FOLLOW WAUSAU WEST ON OUR  

 TWITTER PAGE @wausauwest  

PARENTS OF JUNIORS:  ACT 
ENGLISH & READING PREP 

AVAILABLE! 
 

Did you know that the Wausau West Writing Lab 
offers a blended learning prep course for the 
English & Reading portions of the ACT exam? 
This opportunity will require the student to sched-
ule one mod per week in the Writing Lab with an 
RtI teacher. Juniors can enroll in the course by 
stopping in the Writing Lab (room 327) and 
speaking to an RtI teacher. 

https://twitter.com/wausauwest?lang=en&scrlybrkr=7b8b4c6d
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Career Center/Counseling 
Information 

 

NCAA CLEARING HOUSE-ATTENTION DIVISION I AND II  

PROSPECTIVE COLLEGE ATHLETES 
 

If you are a senior planning to participate in Division I or II sports as a college freshman, now is the time to register 
and be certified by the NCAA Eligibility Center.  It is the studentôs responsibility to research college athletic 
programs and carefully check and understand NCAA requirements.  Since only approved Wausau West 
High School core coursework will be considered for eligibility, it is imperative that students take the appropriate 
courses prior to graduation.  The approved list can be obtained by visiting the NCAA Eligibility website.  The 
Wausau West school code is 502-417.  The NCAA Eligibility Center website provides information on eligibility 
standards, financial aid, recruiting and the national letter of intent, in addition to other topics of interest to student 
athletes.  It will also provide information regarding NCAA guidelines and the changes regarding the increased 
number of required approved core courses students in high school must complete. 

CAREER CORNER  
C  V :  Before choosing a college, students (and parents!) are encouraged to visit campuses.  Scheduling a 
campus visit or attending an open house is an ideal way to learn more about academic programs, residence halls, and 
the campus environment.  Check campus websites for updates on open house events or information on how to sched-
ule your visit. 

S  E :  West students seeking summer employment are encouraged to stop by the Career Center to 
check out the job board, watch for job announcements via school email, and visit jobcenterofwisconsin.com to learn 
more about employment opportunities.  

V  O  :  Volunteering is a great way to learn new skills and help people in our community (plus, 
meaningful volunteer experience can enhance your resume or job application!).  To discover ways to volunteer your 
time, go to www.unitedwaymc.org/volunteer.htm. 

 ! Students will have an ACT ID number printed on their February ACT score report that will be 
mailed home. Students will use the ACT ID number when registering online for the June ACT. If you want to register for 
the June ACT before the February ACT score report is received, you will need to complete all online registration ques-
tions. Students who want to sign up for the June ACT test can do so in the Career Center or by going online at 
www.actstudent.org. Students can receive assistance with the application in the Career Center.  Registration deadline is 
May 3

rd
. 

A  F     !  Each year families let us know about invitations they receive to at-
tend meetings or set appointments for financial aid and scholarship assistance. These solicitations state a ñguarantee of 
scholarshipsò or claim ñyou canôt get this information anywhere else.ò  Additionally, you may be selected as a finalist in a 
contest that you never entered. These are all indicators of scams. Here are some good tips to follow: 

X You do not need to pay money to get money! 

X NEVER pay to fill out the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)éitôs FREE! Always go to fafsa.gov  to 
fill out the FAFSA. 

X Do not provide your SSN or bank account information to any organization unless you initiate the contact and trust 
the company. If you are contacted by an organization asking you to provide this information, do not do it.  

X If you go to a non-school sponsored financial aid or scholarship seminar or workshop, donôt be rushed into paying 
for any services. Be cautious of any seminar representatives that are not willing to answer questions directly. Ask 
how much services cost and what the refund policy is and get it in writing. 

X Remember, legitimate companies NEVER guarantee or promise scholarships or grants! 

X You can always get free help filling out the FAFSA from school counselors, the Career 
Center, and financial aid offices on college campuses.  

 
C  I :  If you have questions related to career planning, college, or employ-
ment, please contact Ray Jensen, Career Center Coordinator, at 715-261-0853 or at 
rjensen@wausauschools.org 

 

https://jobcenterofwisconsin.com
http://www.unitedwaymc.org/volunteer.htm
http://www.actstudent.org
http://www.fafsa.gov
mailto:rjensen@wausauschools.org
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Department/Activity Information 
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Department/Activity Information contôd 


